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(Formerly the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy)

From the Head of School
Sheila L. Rawlings

Welcoming Our Inaugural Class
of Boys in Grades 6, 9 & 10

On a bright September morning, the doors
of Tom Johnson Boys Academy of the Mon
Valley officially opened—and with them, a
bold new chapter in educational excellence
began. We are thrilled to announce the
arrival of our inaugural class of scholars,
young men in grades 6, 9, and 10, who now
walk the halls of a school built with purpose,
passion, and promise.

Mr. Charles Coleman, a proud alumnus

of The Neighborhood Academy and former
student of Reverend Tom, stood before
the students and declared, “Today, you
made history, you are the first class

of students at Tom Johnson!”

Founded in honor of the late Rev. Thomas
Johnson, TJBA was born from a dream to
uplift young men in the Mon Valley through
faith-based, college-preparatory education.
Inspired by the success of our sister school,
The Neighborhood Academy, we are
committed to replicating and expanding
that impact—one student, one classroom,
one breakthrough at a time.

EXPANDING UPON OUR VISION

CONVOCATION

They represent the
heart of our mission: to
transform lives through rigorous

academics, character formation, and holistic
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support. From the moment they stepped TIME
onto campus, they were met with warm 9:00 A.M.
welcomes, high expectations, and a

community ready to walk beside them KEYNOTE
every step of the way. Dr. Asa Lee

President and Professor,
Theological Formation
for Ministry
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

This is just the beginning. As we settle

into our first academic year, we remain
focused on building a legacy of excellence,
equity, and empowerment. Our students
are not just being educated—they are

being equipped to lead, to serve, and to WHERE
transform their communities from within. Join us at

To our families, supporters, and staff: The Tom Johnson
thank you for believing in this vision. Boys Academy

And to our students—welcome to your
new home.
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Sheila Rawlings

653 Saint Agnes Ln.
West Mifflin, PA 15122

RSVP
Please RSVP by October 10:
Eliza Smith Brown
elizasmithbrown@outlook.com
412-977-3939



The BOLD Scholarship is more than financial aid—it is a declaration
that these young men matter, that their potential is worth investing

in, and that their dreams deserve every opportunity to flourish.
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The Force Behind The Change
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Amy Szlachetka | Eliza Brown Smith | Jim Carroll | Rich Greb | Elizabeth McDonald
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EDUCATIONAL MODEL

2025-26 GRADES
6th, 9th, & 10th

2026-27 GRADES
6th, 7th, 9th, 10th, & T1th

2027-28 GRADES
6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th

WHY OUR SCHOOL IS NECESSARY:

Data for students who are underserved in
the Mon Valley:

Grade 5 - ELA* only 28.2% proficient,
Math only 6.9% proficient

Grade 6 - ELA only 21.5% proficient,
Math only 12.9% proficient

Grade 8 - ELA only 20.3% proficient,
Math only 5.1% proficient

Grade 11 - ELA 20.1% proficient,

Math only 4.7% proficient

Advance placement participation:

Students who took at least one AP = 5%
Students who passed at least one AP = 2%
Graduation Rate:

PA statewide = 91.7%
Mon Valley = 78.1%

OUR MODEL
College

100% =i

*The study of English Language Arts (ELA) encompasses various
essential components such as reading, writing, spelling, literature,
and much more. It focuses on developing students’ skills in
understanding and using the English language effectively, both

in written and spoken forms.
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Why Mom'’s @ Tom Johnson Boys Academy

When | dropped \
him off yesterday,

We are deeply grateful to the families who have entrusted us
with their sons. Their unwavering support, enthusiasm, and

partnership form the cornerstone of everything we’ve he said,
accomplished—and everything we aspire to become. “BEST DAY EVER.”
COMMENTS LIKE And throughout
THESE ARE PROOF THANK YOU! the day, he

POSITIVE THAT
OUR SCHOOL
IS NECESSARY:

couldn’t stop

talking about

how much he
loved the school.

| am so relieved that he is there.
I haven’t seen happy in so long.

ANOTHER MOM...

to get him out of where he was, but since he has been

This is our why,
this is why we
do what we

do everyday!

“He was depressed and withdrawn, that’s why | had

coming here he’s a completely different person.”
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Mr. Dino Deluiisj \

Ms. Sharease Quinn
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A peak inside a class. Mr. Ed Hulefeld

Mr. Rich Rawlings :

“WE CELEBRATE
ACHIEVEMENT”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Student of the
Month

9th grader

HOME SCHOOL:
Steel Valley School District

ABOUT ZION:

He is always helping
others, is alert in class,
and answers questions
thoughtfully.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

James Nealon,
Chair

Eliza Smith Brown,
Secretary

Amy Szlachetka,
Treasurer

Lindsay Aroesty
William Baker
James W. Carroll
Abass Kamara
Elizabeth McDonald
Cherie H. Moshier
Rev. Paul Waite

EX OFFICIO
Michelle Garraux
Sheila L. Rawlings

ADVISORY
BOARD

Josephine B. Moore

THE TOM JOHNSON BOYS’ ACADEMY



Texas Instruments TI-84: $133.90

TI-84 remote learning pack
(10 calculators): $1,339.00

Smart Board: $4,500
Chalkboard ELA Posters: $6.99
Social studies posters: $7.99

Document Camera for
Science: $50

Screen Printing Lamp: $124
Airbrush Kit: $150
Cardboard cutter: $299

2 Treadmills: $1,000
Dumbbell set: $800

Scan to
Donate!

Student meals (12 students):
$400/week

Student meals
(1 student): $33/day
One student tuition: $25,000

Stress Balls anxiety
Relief toys: $50

Student transportation for
one day (1 student): $208

Morehouse Trip (NOV 10-12):
any amount

Morehouse trip Bus
transportation: $1,000

Volunteers
Needed

Front desk
Meals

PA TAX CREDIT PROGRAM

STOP PAYING TAXES!

Use your tax dollars to benefit scholarship students

through the following programs:

Educational Improvement Tax Credit [EITC]
Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit Program [OSTC]
Educational Improvement Organization [EIO] Programs

The State of Pennsylvania has created the opportunity
for individuals to receive the same 90% Pennsylvania
income tax credits as corporations. This means you

can receive a 90% Pennsylvania income tax credit by
providing much-needed scholarships for students at
approved schools such as The Tom Johnson Boys’
Academy. We are committed to ensuring that our donors
join the hundreds of individuals throughout the State

of Pennsylvania who love this opportunity to turn tax

dollars into scholarships.

Please contact Sheila L. Rawlings, Head of School, by phone
412.867.6092 or email to sheila.rawlings@mytjba.org for

more Information.
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