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Founded on the belief that all students can  
succeed, The Tom Johnson Boys Academy of 
the Mon Valley, located at 653 St. Agnes Lane, 
West Mifflin, PA 15122, is proud to announce 
that we will welcome our inaugural class of 
boys this Fall. Housed in the former St. Agnes 
Catholic School building, our facility spans 
more than 16,000 square feet and will undergo 
extensive updates, upgrades, and renovations 
to align with our educational model. 

These improvements include:

• 	 A Warming Kitchen: Providing three  
nutritious meals a day.

• 	 Health and Wellness Center: Known as  
“The Recharge Zone.”

• 	 Tom Johnson Reading Room/ 
Writing Center

• 	 State-of-the-Art Science Lab

• 	 Arts/Drama/Music Studio

• 	 Fitness Center

• 	 And much more!

Our vision continues to expand to build  
a solid foundation for success for our  
students. The Tom Johnson Boys Academy  
of the Mon Valley is now a middle and high  

school. We are  
accepting applications  
for boys entering sixth grade along with 9 
and 10th for Fall and will add a grade level 
each subsequent year, reaching full capacity 
within three years. This expansion reflects 
our unwavering commitment to providing 
a continuous and comprehensive education 
for our students, preparing them for both 
college and life beyond.

Thanks to our dedicated board of directors 
and the generous support of our donors, 
including foundations, individuals, faith 
communities, and corporate sponsors, the 
Tom Johnson Boys Academy has become 
a reality. Despite the loss of our beloved 
founder, the mission and vision remain 
steadfastly focused on the success of boys 
in the Mon Valley. 

Thank you for your faith in the unseen, 
which shall soon be seen!  Thank you for 
helping us open the doors! 

Sheila Rawlings

Spring is an exciting time for the Tom Johnson  
Boys Academy as we gear up for a season  
full of growth and new beginnings. 

Here’s a glimpse of what’s to come:

(Formerly the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy)

EXCITING NEWS FOR THE MON VALLEY COMMUNITY! 
The Mon Valley Boys’ Academy is now The Tom Johnson Boys’ Academy,  
named in honor of our inspiring founder.

BE PART OF IT 
ALL, JOIN OUR

CAMPAIGN
see page 3.

EDUCATIONAL MODEL
2025-26 
6th, 9th, & 10th grades 

2026-27 
6th, 7th, 9th, 10th, & 11th grades

2027-28 
6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, & 
12th grades

WHY OUR SCHOOL 
IS NECESSARY:

Data for students who are  
underserved in the Mon Valley: 
Grade 5 -  
ELA* only 28.2% proficient, 
Math only 6.9% proficient

Grade 6 -  
ELA only 21.5% proficient,  
Math only 12.9% proficient

Grade 8 -  
ELA only 20.3% proficient, 
Math only 5.1% proficient

Grade 11 -  
ELA 20.1% proficient,  
Math only 4.7% proficient

Advance placement  
participation: 
Students who took at least  
one AP = 5%

Students who passed at  
least one AP = 2%

Graduation Rate: 
PA statewide = 91.7% 
Mon Valley = 78.1%

*The study of English Language Arts (ELA) 
encompasses various essential components 
such as reading, writing, spelling, literature, 
and much more. It focuses on developing 
students’ skills in understanding and using 
the English language effectively, both in 
written and spoken forms.

From the Head of School
Sheila L. Rawlings
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FOR STUDENTS
Faith-Based Initiatives at Tom Johnson Boys  
Academy (TJBA)

Daily Worship

Ethical and Moral Development

Community Service and Outreach

Individualized Learning Plans

Tutoring and Academic Support

Health and Wellness Programs

Nutritious Meals

Career and Workforce Development Program

FOR PARENTS
Parent Empowerment Programs

Family Engagement Activities

Resources and Support

Open Communication Channels

Collaboration and Feedback

360° PROGRAM
Our 360° program is designed to create a  
holistic and supportive environment where  
students can excel academically, socially,  
and emotionally, and where parents feel  
empowered and engaged in their children’s  
education. Together, we can make a  
significant difference in the lives of our  
students and the Mon Valley community.

A heartfelt thank you to  

Charles Coleman, Ed Hulefeld, Desmond  
Hargrove, Quinn Myers, Rich Rawlings,  
and Rene Schillinger for their support.  
Additionally, our gratitude extends to  
James Edwell, III, with Bank of America  
for facilitating the financial literacy course,  
and to Zion Apostolic Assembly for  
graciously providing the use of their facility. 

We’re Providing  
Students with a 

BRIDGE TO 
SUCCESS
The TJBA Bridge to Success programs  
are crafted to instill an unwavering “I Can” 
mindset in students. These programs aim  
to eliminate obstacles hindering their  
success, empowering students to explore 
diverse interests while fostering their  
academic and personal development.  
In the Fall, the Bridge to Success program 
featured the English Success and  
Leadership Institute, as well as Math  
Success and Financial Literacy courses.  
Held over an eight-week period at Zion  
Apostolic Assembly in Pitcairn, the  
program accommodated a flexible  
schedule and welcomed ten students into  
its enriching and supportive environment.



THE TOM JOHNSON BOYS’ ACADEMY

DONOR  
RECOGNITION  
Naming Opportunities 

Tom Johnson Boys’ Academy of the............................................................... $1,000,000 
Mon Valley Signage/entry Façade, Elevator                                                  

Kitchen & Dining Room............................................................................................ $100,000

Tom Johnson Reading & Writing Room................................................................ $50,000 
Tom’s Rocking Chair, Tom’s Books, photos and Harkness Table

Health & Wellness/Recharge Zone..........................................................................$25,000

Fitness Center................................................................................................................$25,000

Staff Conference Room...............................................................................................$25,000

New Arts/Drama/Music Studio............................................................................... $50,000

New State-of-the-Art Science Lab......................................................................... $50,000

New History Classroom.............................................................................................. $50,000

New English Classroom............................................................................................. $50,000

New Math Classroom.................................................................................................. $50,000

New Head of School Suite.........................................................................................$25,000

New Faculty/Admin Office.........................................................................................$25,000                                                        

Technology & Security................................................................................................$25,000

Green space/Landscaping......................................................................................... $10,000

•
BU

ILD
ING OUTSTANDING LEADERSandFULFILLINGDREA

MS

We are committed to creating  
an environment that fosters  
academic excellence, personal 
growth, and community  
involvement. Our goal is to  
provide a nurturing and  
supportive space where  
each student can thrive and  
reach their full potential.

Duration of  
Naming Privileges 
Currently, all  
naming privileges 
are granted for a 
period of 10 years,  
with the exception  
of the Entry Façade, 
which is named  
in perpetuity.

Phase One of our capital campaigns: Building Outstanding Leaders and fulfilling 
Dreams will result in new and renewed classrooms that can be named.

Details on Donor Recognition
Your gift to the Tom Johnson Boys’ Academy will be publicly 
acknowledged in accordance with our donor recognition plan, 
unless you request anonymity. Upon receipt of your pledge or 
gift with a naming opportunity request, TJBA will provide a  
written recognition memorandum to capture the recognition  
and naming details for final approval before display.

For more information contact:
Sheila Rawlings, Head of School, 412-867-6092,  
sheila.rawlings@mytjba.org and services.

A glimpse  
of our plans...



2709 Saybrook Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Visit MYTJBA.ORG for more information about The Tom Johnson  Boys’ Academy.

TAX CREDIT PROGRAM
Use your tax dollars to benefit scholarship 
students through the Educational  
Improvement Tax Credit [EITC] program.

This means you or your business can receive  
a 90% Pennsylvania income tax credit by  
providing much-needed scholarships for  
students at approved schools such as the  
Mon Valley Boys’ Academy. 

Please contact Sheila L. Rawlings, Head  
of School, by phone 412.867.6092 or  
email to sheila.rawlings@mytjba.org  
for more information.

Be part of it all visit mytjba.org  
for real-time updates on the  
renovation project. 
Be a volunteer, email sheila.rawlings@mytjba.org.

THANK YOU TO OUR

SUPPORTERS
OUR PARTNERS
Allegheny Foundation 
Anonymous Donors
Dollar Bank 
The Merle E and Olive Lee  
Gilliand Foundation
The Parker Foundation
Bessie F. Anathan Charitable Trust 
of The Pittsburgh Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eliza Smith Brown, Secretary
Amy Szlachetka, Treasurer
Lindsay Aroesty
Rev. William A. Baker IV
James W. Carroll

Abass Kamara
Elizabeth McDonald
Cherie H. Moshier
Rene Schillinger
Jamie Stilley
Rev. Paul Waite

EX OFFICIO
Michelle Garraux
Sheila L. Rawlings

ADVISORY
BOARD
Josephine B. Moore


