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Tribute to Our Founder, Head of School Emeritus

THE REVEREND  
THOMAS E. JOHNSON, JR.

Reverend Tom had a passion for helping  
students that look like him. He often spoke 
about being the son of sharecroppers and 
about his parents’ relocating to Pittsburgh to 
begin a new life. Tom, who grew up in the inner 
city, was afforded an opportunity to attend a 
private School, Shadyside Academy. He then 
matriculated at institutions of higher learning 
graduating from Wooster College and  
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

He found and perfected a formula 
for educating inner-city youth, and 

it fueled his passion to instill in 
young people not only a college 
preparatory academic education, 
but also character, determination, 
and an understanding of the 
value of hard work. 

More about  
our Founder  
can be found  
on our website,  
mymvba.org.

As he taught young men how to tie a tie, 
how to shake hands, how to develop a love 
of learning – and ultimately how to become 
responsible husbands, fathers, and leaders 
in their community – Reverend Tom became 
a father figure to his students. The number 
of youths whose lives he shaped cannot 
even be estimated. Reverend Tom cared 
deeply about young people, coming out of 
retirement to teach and inspire even more 
of them. 

Our beloved founder leaves a legacy of 
countless lives forever changed. Though  
he passed in April 2024, Reverend Tom’s 
legacy carries on in each and every one of 
those young people – and now, in the work 
of the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy.

Reverend Tom founded the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy in 2023.  
The MVBA was his second school, he co-founded The  
Neighborhood Academy alongside Ms. Josephine B. Moore in 2001. 
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From the Head of School
Sheila L. Rawlings

As I sit here today and reflect upon the journey that brought me to this place, 
my memory goes all the way back to the moment when my brother and 
I watched our mother graduate from Schenley night school with her high 
school diploma. My mother’s story was not so unique back then, she married 
my father, a soldier returning from the Korean Conflict in 1959. My mother, 
only 16 at the time, became a wife and by age 17, was a wife and mother. By 
age 20, she had a husband and two small children. 

Her desire, her grit and her determination to finish high school and then go 
on to college left an indelible mark on me. My love for academia moved me 
to pursue a career in higher education at Carlow University – my alma mater 
– and then at Point Park University and Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
(IUP). Then, through my dear friend Francine Abraham, I met Josephine B. 
Moore and Reverend Thomas Johnson at The Neighborhood Academy. 

At The Neighborhood Academy I saw a school that embodied what I had  
witnessed as a young girl – grit and determination as a path to success. 
Despite the obstacles that many students of color face, particularly young 
males, education is a game changer. Reverend Tom and Josephine Moore had 
built a school that is a model for America. It is my absolute honor to ensure 
that the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy will continue to shape the lives of young 
men – giving them the tools to transform their own lives, their own future, 
and the lives of everyone they encounter. 

After a successful Pilot program, and two successful Summer programs, the 
Boys’ Summer Academy (BSA), will open the doors to our inaugural class of 
students in the Fall of 2025. Reverend Tom is the reason the Mon Valley Boys’ 
Academy exists to serve students, who need our help now more than ever. 
I cannot thank our board of directors, our donors, our parents and friends 
enough for believing so strongly that education is the  
best gift we can give young people. I look  
forward to sharing this new journey  
with you. Much more to come…

The program offered instruction in core  
subjects such as English, Math and  
Humanities that featured rigorous  
academic learning, extracurricular activities, 
interactive learning experiences, critical 
thinking and problem solving. The  
curriculum was tailored to meet the  
academic levels of the participants,  
allowing students to grow academically.  
BSA 2024 left a lasting impact and will 
inspire students to excel in their studies  
and pursue their aspirations with  
enthusiasm and determination.  

The Boys’ Summer Academy (BSA). The 
BSA provided a free, five-week academic 
and cultural enrichment program to  
students in the Mon Valley. 

I am humbled and honored to  
serve as Head of School for the Mon Valley  
Boys’ Academy and to do so with a single focus—

STUDENT SUCCESS. 

BOYS’ SUMMER  
ACADEMY (BSA)
We launched our inaugural Boys’ Summer 
Academy on June 19th on the beautiful  
campus of Penn State Greater Allegheny. BSA 
2024 was a well-structured and immersive 
designed academic summer program to  
enrich students’ knowledge and skills in  
specific subject areas, while fostering  
personal growth and social connections. 
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My son took notes,  
this is the first time I heard  

of him taking notes!  
— BSA Parent



Award Recipients
• 	Reverend Thomas E. Johnson Award presented  

to the young man who demonstrated exceptional  
character, leadership and self-discipline - Juelz

• 	Academic Award for Outstanding  
Performance in English - Kamden

• 	Most Improved Award - awarded to the student  
who showed the most growth and resilience  
in order to ultimately excel - Kevin 

• 	1st Place “Have You Been Listening?” Award - Skyler

• 	2nd Place “Have You Been Listening?” Award - Javon

MON VALLEY BOYS’ ACADEMY
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After the lesson in personal 
finance, my son told me he  
wants to open a Roth IRA.  

— BSA Parent

…providing 
 transportation  

made the difference  
for him being there.  

— BSA Parent
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My son had no interest  
in college but now  

wants to go to Seton Hill.   
— BSA Parent

My son likened the program to a brotherhood  
— BSA Parent

My son is interested in Seton Hill  
— BSA Parent

In         weeks, proficiency in math &  

English rose between         and   

among          students. Students visited 

two colleges, Seton Hill and Allegheny 

College. They experienced          cultural  

venues, August Wilson African  

American Cultural Center and  

Carnegie Museum of Natural History,  

and          day of community service  

at Rainbow Kitchen, in honor of  

Reverend Thomas Johnson. 
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MON VALLEY BOYS’ ACADEMY OPENS  
IN FALL 2025 WITH GRADES 6 AND 9
Enrollment begins October 1, 2024 for Fall 2025  
for 6th grade and 9th grade Boys. Contact  
Desmond Hargrove at Desmond.Hargrove@mymvba.org

2709 Saybrook Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Visit MYMVBA.ORG for more information about the Mon Valley Boys’ Academy.

TAX CREDIT PROGRAM
Use your tax dollars to benefit scholarship 
students through the Educational  
Improvement Tax Credit [EITC] program.

This means you or your business can 
receive a 90% Pennsylvania income  
tax credit by providing much-needed 
scholarships for students at approved 
schools such as the Mon Valley  
Boys’ Academy. 

Please contact Sheila L. Rawlings, Head  
of School, by phone 412.867.6092 or  
email to sheila.rawlings@mymvba.org  
for more information.

BRIDGE TO SUCCESS PROGRAMS
Beginning this Fall The Mon Valley Bridge to Success Programs are designed  
to develop in students the ultimate “I Can” mindset. Our goal is to remove  
barriers that stand in the way of success, to empower students to pursue  
diverse interests and to support their academic and personal growth.  
Our focus will be on reading and writing, math, financial literacy,  
entrepreneurship, leadership development, service learning, nutrition,  
and other key topics. Registration for the Bridge to Success Programs  
begins on September 1, 2024. For more information, contact  
Desmond Hargrove at Desmond.Hargrove@mymvba.org.

Thanks to our donors  
The Mon Valley Boys’ Academy 
will open in Fall of 2025


